

CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ORDINANCE, No. 2 of 1927. 



The sixteenth day of January,one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty seven. 




CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT ORDINANCE 


No. 2 of 1M27. 

An Ordinance to amend the Law 
concerning offences against Women and 
Children and against Decency. 


RE IT ENACTED by the High Commissioner for Palestine, 
with the advice of the Advisory Council thereof 


I. This Ordinance mav be cited as the Criminal Law Short Title. 
Amendment Ordinance, 1R27. 


2. For the purpose of this Ordinance 


Interpretation 


(a) any house, room or set of rooms in any house 
which is occupied or frequented by two or more females for 
the purpose of prostitution shall be deemed to be a brothel; 


(b) where the context permits, words used to import 
the masculine shall be deemed also to import the feminine. 


3. Any person who Rape, etc. 

(a) has unlawful sexual intercourse with a female 
against her will by the use of force or threats of death or 
severe bodily harm, or when she is in a state of unconsciousness 
or otherwise incapable of resisting, or 


(b) commits an act of sodomy with any person 
against his will by the use of force or threats of death or 
severe bodily harm, or when be is in a state of unconsciousness 
or otherwise incapable of resisting; or 

(c) has unlawful sexual intercourse or commits an 
act of sodomy with a child under the age of 16 years; 

J 

shall be liable on conviction to penal servitude for a term not 
exceeding 15 years. 
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V 

A. 


Hape hv 
deception, etc. 


Attempt to 
commit rape, etc. 


4. Any person who has unlawful sexual intercourse with 
a female whom he knows to be insane or imbecile, or with a 
female whose consent lias been obtained by threats or decep¬ 
tion as to the nature of the act or as to the person committing 
it, shall be liable on conviction to penal servitude for a term 
not exceeding ten years. 


5. Any person attempting to commit an olfenee under 
either of the two preceding Sections shall be liable on convic¬ 
tion to penal servitude for a term not exceeding seven years. 


Illicit relation 
with unmarried 

girl. 


0. Any person who has unlawful sexual intercourse, or 
aids or abets another to have such intercourse, with an 
unmarried girl who is above the age of sixteen and under 
the age of twenly-one years and is his descendant or the 
descendant of his wife, or his ward, or has been entrusted 
to him lor the purpose of education or supervision, shall he 
liable on conviction to penal servitude for a term not exceeding 
live years. 


Indecent act with 
force, etc. 


/. Any person who commits or attempts to commit an 
indecent act upon (he person of another against his will by 
the use of force or threats, or when he is in a state of uncon¬ 
sciousness or otherwise incapable of resisting, or by use of 
force or threats compels a person to commit or to submit to 
any indecent act, shall be liable on conviction to penal servitude 
for a term l.ot exceeding live years. 





Indecent act 
without force. 


8. Any person who commits or attempfs to commit an 
indecent act upon the person of another without his consent, 
but without force or threats, or where consent is obtained by 
deception as to the nature of the act or as to the person by 
whom it is committed, or induces or attempts to induce any 
person whom he knows to be insane or imbecile to commit 
or to submit to any indecent act, shall be liable on conviction 
to imprisonment for ,a term not exceeding two years or a line 
not exceeding £E. 1<K). 


Indecent act 
committed u 
child. 


pon 


0. Any person who commits an indecent act upon any 
child under the age of sixteen years shall be liable on convic¬ 
tion to imprisonment for a term not exceeding live years. 


Public indecency. 


Procuration for 

immoral 

purposes. 


40. Any person who does or makes any indecent act or 
gesture in a public place or public gathering or in such a way 
that it may be seen by a person in a public place shall be 
liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months or a fine not exceeding £E. 50. 

V 

14. Any person who 
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(a) procures or attempts to procure any female 
under the aye of 20 years, not being a common prostitute or 
of known immoral character, to have unlawful sexual inter¬ 
course, either within or without Palestine, with any other 
person: or 


(b) procures or attempts to procure any female to 
become, either* within or without Palestine, a common 
prostitute; or 

(c) procures or attempts to procure any female to 
leave Palestine, with intent that she may become an inmate of 
or frequent a brothel elsewhere ; or 

(d) procures or attempts to procure any female to 
leave her usual place of abode in Palestine, such place not being 
a brothel, with intent that she may, for tire purpose of prostitu¬ 
tion, become an inmate of or frequent a brothel, within or 
without Palestine, 

shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three years. 

12. Any person who 


(a) by threats or intimidation, procures or attempts 
to procure any female to have unlawful sexual intercourse 
within or without Palestine ; or 

(h) by false pretences or false representations, 
procures any female, not being a common prostitute or of 
known immoral character, to have any unlawful sexual intercourse 
either within or without Palestine; or 

# 

(c) applies, administers to, or causes to be taken 
by any female any drug, matter or thing with intent to stupefy 
or overpower, so as thereby to enable any person to have 
unlawful sexual intercourse with such female, 

shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three years. 

; 

13. Any person who 

(a) keeps or manages, or acts or assists in the 
management of, a brothel; or 


Procuring defile¬ 
ment of females 
by threats, fraud 
or administering 
drugs. 


Keeping of 
brothel. 
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(b) being the tenant or person in charge of any 
premises, knowingly permits such premises or any part, thereof 
to be user! as a brothel or for the purpose of habitual prosti¬ 
tution ; or 


(c) being the landlord of any premises or the agent 
of such landlord, lets the same or any part thereof with the 
knowledge that such premises or some part thereof are or is 
to be used as a brothel, or is wilfully a party to the continued 
use of such premises or any part thereof as a brothel; 

shall be liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exce¬ 
eding three months ora line not exceeding £E. 100, and on a 
s econd or subsequent conviction to imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding six months or a line not exceeding £E. 250. or 
in any such case to both penalties. 


Determination of 
tenancy of pre¬ 
mises on convic¬ 
tion lor permitting' 
use of brothel. 


14. (I) Upon the conviction of the tenant of any premises 
for knowingly permitting the premises, or any part thereof, to 
be used as a brothel, the landlord shall be entitled tp require 
the person so convicted to assign the lease or other contract 
under which the said premises are held by him to some person 
approved by the landlord, which approval shall not be un¬ 
reasonably withheld; and in the event of the person so convicted 
failing within three months to assign the lease or contract, the 
landlord shall be entitled to determine the lease or other 
contract, but without prejudice to the rights or remedies of any 
party to such lease or contract accrued before the date of such 
determination. If the landlord should so determine the lease 
or other contract of tenanev, the ('.curt which has convicted 
the tenant shall have power to make a summary order for 
delivery of possession to the landlord. 


(12J If the landlord after such conviction has been 
brought to his notice fails to exercise his rights under the 
foregoing provisions of this Section, and subsequently, during 
the subsistence of the lease or contract, any such offence is 
again committed in respect of the premises, the landlord shall 
be deemed to be a party to the continued use of the premises 
as a brothel, unless he proves that he had taken all reasonable 
steps to prevent the recurrence of the offence. 

(3) Whei‘e a landlord determines a lease or other 
contract under the powers conferred by this Section, and 
subsequently grants another lease or enters into another contract 
of tenancy to, with, or for the benefit of the same person, 
without causing to be inserted therein all reasonable provisions 
for ‘the prevention of a recurrence of any such offence, he 
shall he deemed to have failed to exercise his rights under the 
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foregoing provisions of this Section; and any such offence 
committed during the subsistence of the subsequent lease or 
contract shall be deemed for the purpose of this Section to have 
been committed during the subsistence of the previous lease 
or contract. 


IT). Any person having (he custody or care of a child 
between the ages of two and sixteen years who allows the child 
to reside in or frequent a brothel shall be liable on conviction 
to a line not exceeding £E. 25 or imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding six months. 


Permitting child 
to reside in 
brothel. 


Hi. (1) 
on the earnin 

convidion to 


Am male person who lives wholly or in part 
gs of a female as a prostitute shall be liable on 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding three years. 


Living on 
earnings of 
prostitute. 


(2) Where a male person is proved to live with or 
mbiluallv in the company of a prostitute, or is proved 


to be 

to have exercised control or inlluence over the movements of 
a prostitute in such a manner as to show that he is aiding, 
abetting or compelling her prostitution with 
or generally, he shall, unless he can satisfy 


contrary, be deemed 
of a prostitute. 


to he knowingly living 


any other person 
the Court to the 
on the earnings 


17. (1) Any person who, by word or gesture, solicits 

for immoral purposes any person who is in a public street, or 
in any other place to which the public Jias access shall be 
liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
one month or a line not exceeding £E. 5. 


Solicitation. 


(2) The parent or guardian ol a child under the 
age of sixteen years, or any other person entrusted with the 
charge or care of such child, who aids or abets such child to 
commit the olfence mentioned in this Section shall be liable on 
conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months 


or a line not exceeding £E. 50. 


18. (1) Where a person having the care or custody of 

a child under the age of sixteen years is convicted in respect 
of such child of an offence under this Ordinance, or has been 
committed for trial for any such offence, the Court convicting 
the offender or the Court before which the offender is committed 
for trial may, if satisfied that.4t is expedient, order that the child 
be committed to the care of a relative or of any other fit person 
or institution named in the Order, such relative or person or 
Hie manager of such institution being willing to undertake 
such care, until he attains the age of sixteen years or for any 
shorter period. The Court shall in making such Order have 
logard to the religion professed by the parents of the child. 


Custody of child 
in case of prose¬ 
cution under 
Ordinance. 



Jurisdiction 


Search warrant. 
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(2) If the child lias a parent or legal guardian, no 
Order shall be made under this Section unless such parent or 
legal guardian has been convicted of or committed to trial for 
an offence under this Ordinance, or is under committal for trial 
for having been, or lias been proved to the satisfaction of the 
Court making the Order to have been, a party to, or privy to 
the offence, or cannot he found. 

(3) The consent of any person to undertake the care 
of a child shall he proved in such maimer as the Court may 
think sufficient to bind him. 


*4) Where an Order is made under this Section in 
respect of a person who has been committed for trial, if I hat 
person is acquitted of the charge, or it the charge is dismissed 
for want of prosecution, the Order shall forthwith he void, 
except with regard In anything that may have been lawfully 
done under it. 


(5) The Court or any Court of like jurisdiction may 
on the application of any person interested, from time to time 
renew, varv or revoke anv Order made under this Section. 


19 


(1) Notwithstanding llit 


• • 


ol the Mngis- 


provisions 

trades’ Courts Jurisdiction Ordinances, 1924-1925. every prosecu¬ 
tion under Sections 10, 13, 15 and 17 (2) of this Ordinance 
shall he instituted in first instance before a District Court. 


(2) All such prosecutions shall he dealt with sum¬ 
marily in accordance with the procedure applicable in Magis¬ 
trates’ Courts, and the provisions of the Trial Upon Information 
Ordinance, 1924, shall not he applicable thereto. 


(3) Appeals from the DistrietCourt sitting in summary 
jurisdiction under Ibis Section shall lie to the Court of Appeal 
subject to the conditions prescribed in Section 3 of the Magis¬ 
trates’ Courts Jurisdiction Ordinance, 1924. 


20 (1) A Magistrate may issue a search warrant author¬ 

ising the person named in the warrant to make search in any 
house or premises if he has reason to believe that 


(a) such premises are being used for any purpose 
contrary to the provisions of this Ordinance; or 

i 

(b) any person is detained, concealed or present 
therein with regard to whom any offence under this Ordinance 
is believed to have been committed or to he in contemplation. 
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If upon such search any person is found upon the premises 
with regard to whom an offence under the Ordinance is believed 
to have been committed or to be contemplated, such person 
uiav he detained by the Police pending enquiries unless he shall 
<rjvH an address in Palestine satisfactory to the Police. 

(2) The provisions of Sections 18-22 of the Arrest 
ot Offenders and Searches Ordinance, 11)24, shall apply to 
warrants issued under this Section, but the provisions of Section 
17 thereof shall not apply. 

(8) For the purpose of this Section the term premises Repeals, 
shall be deemed to include any ship, boat, railway train, car¬ 
riage or other vehicle. 


21. (I) Articles 11)7. 108, TOO, 200, the Addendum to__ 

Article 200 dated 3rd Jnmazi Akhir, 1277 A.H. and Article 202 
of the Ottoman Penal (lode will cease to have oiled; provided, 
that nothing herein shall affect the Addendum'clt Article 200 

dated 10th Rabi Akhir. 1332, ATI. 


(2) The Criminal 
is hereby repealed. 


Law Amendment Ordinance, 1025, 


(3) The Public Notices issued bv the Occupied 
Enemy Territory Administration concerning disorderly houses 
at Jerusalem, Jaffa, Gaza, Beersheba, Ramleh, Bethleiiem and 
Haifa, dated 1018 and 1010, and the Public Notice dated the 
•It’d February, 1021, amending those Notices are repealed. 


lOlh January, 1027. 


PLUMER, F. M. 

High Commissioner. 






